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DISPATCH.COM 


Amazon gets Jackets’ Jones Binge-watching 
break on local makes All-Star this weekend? 
electricity / C1 team again / D1 Try these / E1 


High: 56 Low: 44 / Details on Page B12 
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YOUR SCHOOLS / ONLINE LEARNING 


ECOT may close next week 


By Jim Siegel next week now that its long- cannot operate without a The Educational Service 
and Catherine Candisky time sponsor has decidedto sponsor, an organization Center of Lake Erie West, 
The Columbus Dispatch sever its relationship with that collects up to 3 percent ECOT’s long-time sponsor, 
the school because of the of aschool’s state funding informed school officials 
The troubled Electronic online school’s growing and is responsible for the this week that it has initiated 


financial troubles. 
Ohio charter schools 


Classroom of Tomorrow 
could shut down as early as 


school’s performance and 


compliance with state law. SEE ECOT, A8 


US SUPREME COURT 


Voter purge Just? 


By Jack Torry 
and Jessica Wehrman 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Under 
a withering attack from 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, 
Ohio Solicitor Eric Murphy 
defended the state’s system 
to remove voters from 
the rolls, insisting that 
“nobody is removed solely 
by failure to vote.” 

In oral arguments 
Wednesday in the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Sotomayor 
and Murphy engaged ina 
sharp debate over whether 
Ohio violates a1993 federal 
law when it purges oth- 
erwise-eligible residents 
from the voter rolls if they 
fail to vote or respond to 
notices from the county 
board of elections during a 
six-year span. 


ne - ail me ` E 
Outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, Ohio Democratic Rep. Tim Ryan of Niles addresses a rally of 
people opposed to Ohio’s purging of voter rolls. [JACQUELYN MARTIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


On the web 


See related videos at 
Dispatch.com/videos 


“There are dozens of other 
ways that you could verify 
a change of address, yet 
yov’re suggesting... using a 
failure to appear at an elec- 
tion or elections as evidence 


Although Justices Elena often. of moving when people have 
Kagan and Ruth Bader Pointing out Americans aright not to vote if they 
Ginsburg expressed mis- have the constitutional right choose,” she said. 


givings about the Ohio law, not to vote, Sotomayor asked Murphy, however, replied 


Sotomayor dominatedthe Murphy how Ohio could that under Ohio law “nobody 
one-hour argument with read the 1993 law “to begin is removed solely by reason 
her contention that Ohio’s _ a process of disenfranchis- of their failure to vote,” SESUEPROETE:| ACLU e 


adding, “they’re removed 


system unfairly disenfran- 
chises minorities because 
they tend not to vote as 


ing... with no independent 
evidence whatsoever that 


the person has moved?” SEE VOTER, A5 


[JESSICA WEHRMAN/DISPATCH] 


Fresh Kroger 


Ground Chuck 
Ib Sold in a 5 Ib Roll 
for $9.95 


1.9 


WITH CARD 


CONGRESSIONAL MAP 
Fractures 
emerge 
quickly on 
redistricting 


By Jim Siegel 
The Columbus Dispatch 


A Republican plan designed 
to erase partisan gerry- 
mandering from Ohio’s 
congressional redistricting 
process was swiftly slapped 
down Wednesday by reform 
advocates who say it would 
do little to improve matters. 

The opening salvo ina 
rushed effort to get a redis- 
tricting proposal on the May 
ballot found no bipartisan 
love Wednesday despite the 
proposal’s requirement that 
minority-party votes would, 
for the first time, be required 
in order to approve a map. 

Leaders of the Fair Districts 
= Fair Elections coalition, 


SEE MAP, A8 


HEALTH UPDATE 
Ohio records 

2 flu deaths 
among children 


By JoAnne Viviano 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Two children in Ohio have 
died from the flu, and the 
virus hospitalized 1,750 new 
patients across the state last 
week, an 89 percent jump 
from the 925 new hospitaliza- 
tions just a week earlier, state 
officials reported Wednesday. 

The Ohio Department of 
Health said a 4-year-old boy 
from Montgomery County 
in the southwest anda 


SEE FLU, A6 
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